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Arturo is in trouble. His best friend, Faustino, owes money to el
Carnero, the most powerful drug lord for miles, but Faustino is
just as broke as Arturo is. After all, they live in a poverty-stricken neighborhood in a poverty-stricken city. All anyone can do
is survive. But Arturo is skilled at playing calavera—a card game
that is all about wagers and a little bit of luck. So, he agrees to
play calavera for Faustino’s life. That agreement sets off a chain of
events, and Arturo ultimately finds himself confronting the pain
from his past and the desperation of his present. He hopes that
Saint Death will help him to save his friend’s life and get a fresh
start, but instead she makes a fool out of him like she has with so
many others.
Saint Death is a beautifully-written narrative that is an important commentary on the corruption on both sides of the border
between Mexico and the United States. While the story is about
Arturo and the events of his small life, Arturo’s story gradually
exposes the larger systems of oppression that are influencing his
life. Though the events of this book take place in the span of only
about twenty-four hours, the story seems to be representative
of decades of history of desperation and hopelessness in towns
like Anapra. Though the book does not take any overtly political
stances, the end of the book leaves the reader feeling sure that
great injustices have been done but without any idea how any of it
happened or what anyone could do to make it better.
*Contains severe language, mild sexual content, mild drug abuse,
and moderate violence.
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